


 

Amplify is a project working across 12 European countries that brings 
underrepresented voices in the cultural sector to the Conference on the Future of 
Europe.  During the project, project members work together to write a set of 
recommendations to EU decision-makers, focusing on ideas, hopes, and demands 
for the vision of the Future of Europe. Then, after the Conference ends, there will be 
an opportunity to respond to and publicly advocate for these ideas. 
 
What is the Conference on the Future of Europe? 
The Conference on the Future of Europe is the first initiative coordinated by the 
European Institutions to offer an open, inclusive, and democratic forum for pan-
European, citizen-led series of debates about crucial issues that shape Europe’s 
future. Such issues include Europe’s economic and social system, culture, 
education, climate protection, and the EU core values. The conference will also 
explore the lessons that Europe can learn from the pandemic. The goal is to receive 
proposals from people across Europe in order to collectively imagine our shared 
future. 
 
How are voices being heard? 
Through local working sessions, participants will collaborate in a group to write a set 
of recommendations. These will be submitted on the Conference of Future of 
Europe platform for the public to see and interact with. Culture Action Europe put 
forward a recommendation in combination with those of all 12 countries directly to 
EU decision-makers. 
 
How can cultural communities get involved in Amplify? 
Amplify’s main goal is to gather ideas, proposals, recommendations, and 
concerns about the vision of culture in the future of Europe. There are four main 
parts of the project that rely on collaboration and energy at the community level. 
 
Connect  

Identify organisations, projects, and/or individuals in the cultural sector who 
are working to create access and inclusion within underrepresented and/or 
marginalised communities across Europe 

Plan 
Meet in groups to collaboratively write recommendations to be submitted on 
the Conference on the Future of Europe platform 

Mobilise 
Start sharing and customising the campaign locally for the Future of Europe 
and get people interested in sharing their ideas for the Conference 

Amplify 
In Spring 2022, meet for a live Hackathon event that reacts to the conclusions 
of the Conference and advocate for key focuses for the future of Europe 

 
Find more information about Amplify here. 
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Recommendations from Amplify in Poland 
Introduction 
“Amplify: Make the Future of Europe Yours” is a project that brings together 
representatives of the cultural and creative communities from 12 European countries 
in a joint effort to bring voices less heard within mainstream discourse to the 
forefront of the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE). The campaign listens 
to and amplifies voices, ideas, proposals and concerns of underrepresented 
communities across the continent on the vision of the future of Europe. Through a 
series of collaborative and participatory sessions, each country has developed a 
recommendation as a submission to the Conference on the Future of Europe 
platform. This recommendation is the result of Amplify Sessions held in Gdansk, 
Warsaw and Podkowa Le!na in Poland by Baltic Sea Cultural Centre in Gdansk. 
The group of people who participated in the sessions varied significantly in age: the 
youngest participant was 17 years old and the oldest participant was 75 years old, 
but we did not collect detailed data on the age of the participants. 43 women and 
20 men participated in the sessions. 
 
Among the participants were: 

- representatives of various non-governmental organizations implementing 
projects in the field of artistic and cultural education, supporting artists, 
animators and cultural educators 
- artists (music, theater, sculpture, painting, architecture) professional and 
amateurs 
- people who run art galleries, theaters and community centers 
- cultural animators (working in the institution and outside it) 
- teachers and school principals from art schools 
- lecturers from the Academy of Fine Arts and the Conservatory 
- representatives of non-governmental organizations supporting immigrants and 
people with disabilities 
- immigrants creatives 
- students of art departments and students of art secondary art schools 
- researchers dealing with marginalized groups (people with mental illnesses, 
people with disabilities, immigrants) 
- recipients of art 

 
Key themes/issues identified 
Issue 1 | Financing of culture 

- insufficient level 
- unequal access, 
- the granting of co-financing is usually determined by the formal correctness 
and predictability of implementation, and not the substantive or artistic value of 
the projects 
- low flexibility - adherence to formal provisions, disagreement with a flexible, 
agile approach, prevents project implementers from quickly and effectively 
adapting to real situations 
- insufficient support of artists, animators, activists in the preparation of 
application forms 
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- the pressure of "innovation" - the lack of continuity in financing follow up of 
completed and successful projects 
- extensive, complicated procedures for obtaining and reporting grants 
- the use of political criteria in the award of funding 
- no financial security, including retirement and disability pensions for artists 
- discrimination against immigrant artists with an irregular legal status in access 
to scholarships, grants, etc. 
- difficulties in obtaining funds by amateurs, informal groups 
- awarding bonuses in competitions to entities / people with extensive 
experience in projects, with a large financial background, with artistic 
achievements minimizes the chances of people and institutions that are just 
starting their activity 
- underestimating the very process of creating, and focusing on the final product 
and its market value, "marketization" of art. 
 

Issue 2 | Unequal access to art and culture 
- financial barriers (tickets, travel, purchase of materials for classes and for your 
own creativity) 
- no access to public transport, making participation in culture difficult or 
impossible 
- mental barriers (“art is not for people like me”) 
- very limited art education in schools - few hours and limited scope to selected 
fields 
- too little direct contact between youngsters and artists 
- inaccessibility of cultural venues and offers to people with disabilities 
- low public awareness of the impact of artistic and cultural education on the 
development of creativity 
- low awareness of the therapeutic function of art and culture 
- looking at art only through the prism of its market value - underestimating the 
process of creation and work for its very essence 
 

Issue 3 | Excluding artists and art audiences from decision-making processes - no 
participation or quasi-participation 

- public consultations begin too late, at the stage at which it is difficult to 
withdraw from previously made decisions 
- consultations as just one-off event, a point "to be ticked off" 
- consultation participants are not informed about what is later going on with 
their recommendations 
- low readiness of people to participate in consultations due to bad experiences 
from the past, when conclusions from consultations were not taken into account 
in final decisions 
- often implemented solutions are ineffective or their results are frustratingly 
weaker than possible, due to their inadequacy to the needs of people who are to 
use a given solution 

 
 
 
 



 

 

#Amplify 
#CulturalDealEU 
#TogetherEU 
#TheFutureIsYours 

Contribution  
to the Conference  

on the Future of Europe 

Poland 

Recommendations 
1. Increasing the level of funding for culture and art 

- more resources 
- more varied amounts of grants 
- less paperwork 
- greater flexibility: process and outputs more important than strict compliance 
with the procedures 
- more chances for those just starting their activities 
- more realistic (lower) matching -funds required 
- making it possible for individual artists, activists, (also amateur) etc. to raise 
funds 
- providing access to funds for immigrant creatives waiting for the legalization of 
stay 

 
2. Equality and universal access to culture and art 

- more hours of arts at school 
- a "cultural education minimum package" - school must provide each child with 
the real experience of being a spectator of theater, exhibitions, etc. 
- building artists-schools regular cooperation 
- ensure public transport to access the cultural offer 
- free admission to cultural institutions for less well-off people 
- art scholarships for children facing financial barriers 
- campaigns on the importance of art and cultural education 
- intercultural mutual learning and inspiration for creatives 

 
3. Participation of creatives and audiences in decision-making processes 

- inclusion of target groups in the decision-making process from planning to 
completion of the project 
- cross-linking eg. of various networks with each other, creating incubators of 
incubators 
- intercultural mutual learning and inspiration for decision makers in culture 
management 



 

 
 The opinions expressed in this document are the sole 

responsibility of the author and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the European Parliament. 

 


