
CULTURE, CITIES AND IDENTITY IN EUROPE 

The study commissioned by the EESC and jointly carried out 
by Culture Action Europe and Agenda 21 for culture - UCLG 



An ambitious project to establish a new form of 

democracy based on human 
rights 

An attempt to organise a cultural life around a complex identity, 
not a hegemony of a single language, culture or religion 

Popularity is dropping  
=>  crisis of perceived legitimacy 



EVERYWHERE CITIZENS ARE LESS 
SATISFIED WITH THEIR LIVES 



EVERYWHERE WELLBEING EQUALS  
TRUST & NOT BEING LONELY 
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TRUST IN GOVERNMENTS 

IMPACTS THE  

“QUALITY OF LIFE” 



being without support networks 

the worst of all 
Unemployment 

Poor health 

No one to count on 

Evaluative 

wellbeing 

Cantril ladder 

Scores from 0 to 10 

-.73*** 

-.50*** 

-.82*** 

Data: EU27 – 2008‐2012 (Gallup World Poll) 

Mul;level linear regression, with individuals (residual) nested within year‐NUTS2 (level‐1), nested within NUTS2 (level‐2), nested 

within countries (level‐3) 
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EVERYWHERE TRUSTING PEOPLE 
AROUND MATTERS 
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EVERYWHERE TRUSTING PEOPLE 
AROUND MATTERS 



EVERYWHERE TRUSTING PEOPLE 
AROUND MATTERS 



EVERYWHERE THE SENSE OF 
SAFETY RELATES TO TRUST 



EVERYWHERE THE SENSE OF 
SAFETY RELATES TO TRUST 



THE SENSE OF SAFETY RELATES TO THE 
SATISFACTION WITH THE PLACE ONE LIVES 



A NEW ROLE FOR GOVERNMENTS: 
TO SECURE CITIZENS’ 
WELLBEING 
 
WHERE? 
WHERE THEY LIVE THEIR LIVES.  
IN CITIES. 



CULTURE IN 
CITIES 

Economic growth Reconverting cities 

European identity Integration 



La Nouvelle Fabrique, France 

Economic value 
of culture 

Creative  
economy  

Cultural 
industries 

Creative  
industries 



La Nouvelle Fabrique, France 

Culture reconverts cities 

Foundation Zollverein, Germany 

Cultural use of 

public 
space 

Decentralising 
cultural activities 

Citizen 

participation 



Culture for integration 
and inclusiveness 

Special 
needs 

Teatro dell’Argine, Italy  

Intercultural 
dialogue 

Gender  

equality 



Culture and  

European identity 

Global cultural 
citizenship 

TANDEM, Turkey 

Bilateral & 
multilateral 
activities 

New models  
of democracy 



Recommendations 

Recognise cultural rights 
as fundamental to human 

development 
 

Envision culture as an enabler, not 
only as an output 
 
Promote cultural diversity in the 
framework of human rights 
 
Deepen joint efforts between 
culture & human rights 



Recommendations 

Acknowledge culture as  
necessary for sustainable 
development 

Make culture a stand-alone pillar 
supporting sustainable 
development 
 
Recognize and assess better the 
impact of culture on transversal 
public and private initiatives 
 
Incorporate culture in cohesion 
strategies and recognise its 
potential beyond its contribution 
to economic growth 



Recommendations 

Include new players in the 
democratic governance  
of culture 

Place dialogue between 
institutions and civil society at the 
heart of cultural governance and 
decision-making 
 
 
Acknowledge the importance of 
grass-roots cultural initiatives and 
the emergent processes they lead 



Recommendations 

Support exchange between 
cultures to foster social and economic 

development 

Put cross-border co-operation and 
mobility at the centre of the 
development of a European 
cultural identity 
 
Encourage and facilitate 
collaboration and networking 
among cities in and outside 
Europe 
 
Allow migration to be part of the 
solution, not the problem 
 
Support the role of cities in 
sustainable development on 
international level 



Recommendations 

Empower cities' decisions on  
culture to shape our future 

Use cultural spaces to enhance 
participation 
 
Use exchange and participation to 
put the periphery back at the core 
of society 
 
Increase security through cultural 
participation, inclusion and "social 
control" of the public space 
 
Fund cultural processes, not only 
cultural infrastructure 
 
Reinvest cultural benefits in 
cultural ecosystems 



Thank you! 

Luca Bergamo – Culture Action Europe 
www.cultureactioneurope.org 

@actforculture 
 

Jordi Pascual – Agenda 21 for Culture – UCLG 
www.agenda21culture.net 

@agenda21culture 


