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Without a global revolution in the sphere of human consciousness,
nothing will change for the better in the sphere of our being as humans,
and the catastrophe toward which this world is headed
—be it ecological, social, demographic or a general breakdown of civilization—
will be unavoidable.

Václav Havel, Poet and President of Czechoslovakia

The world as we have created it is a process of our thinking. […]
We cannot solve our problems with the same level of thinking that created them.

Albert Einstein, Physicist and Nobel laureate
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Everyone has the right to freely participate in the cultural life of the community, 
to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits*.

So states the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at article 27: 
because the arts and science are fundamental to people’s emancipation and citizenship, everywhere;

and because the arts and science powerfully contribute to the quality our lives.
They provide us with the knowledge, abilities and aptitudes needed to live together,
to progress together, to meet the opportunities and challenges of the future 

and the necessary revolutions that are yet to come.
Our systems and regulations should foster and facilitate this.

This should also be our aim in our daily professional lives.
But our systems and regulations are falling short, too short.

Clashes of ideologies, fears for the future magnified by the absence of credible
visions of our tomorrow, priority given to the economic interests over the need of

human development, inadmissible reactions to the migration of millions of desperate women
and men... the combination of which hinders any further progress 

in the fulfilment of the most fundamental of human rights. 
Fundamental rights such as freedom of opinion and expression, freedom

of thought, conscience and religion, not to be subjected to arbitrary interference
with our privacy, seem to clash with the right to life, liberty and security.

In the digital world, the right to own property, as implemented through the existing
legal frameworks, often conflicts with both the right to the protection of the moral and

material interests resulting from scientific, literary or artistic production and 
the right to not be arbitrarily deprived of his (her) property.

Moreover, the right to own property is increasingly interpreted in ways that conflict
with the rights of all, as members of society, […] to the realization, through national
effort and international co-operation […], of social and cultural rights indispensable

for his (her) dignity and the free development of his (her) personality.
Many of the systems and legal frameworks we have developed to implement and
preserve precious values and their embodiment - such as those stated by the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in most of our constitutions -
fail to strikethe right balance between the individual/private 

and the collective/public-common side of those rights. 
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The 2015 Beyond the Obvious Conference calls on its participants to learn,
reflect, and debate on what balance shall be sought between the condition for

a functional public/common sphere on one side, and private and commercial
interests on the other, in order to:

Ensure the enjoyment of fundamental cultural rights such as participation in cultural life 
and the right to freely express oneself;

Guarantee a fair remuneration to creation,together with the conditions to create and
exchange in the digital world;

Fulfil people’s right to take part in governance and to shape their community, at local/regional level.

All rights come with related duties such as those to the community in which 
the free and full development of his (her) personality is possible.

For the people of culture, it is our responsibility to strive for
the cultural development of every child and adult to be recognized and
supported as an essential public good. The alternative – we are already

witnessing it - is to to see culture loosing ground in a shrinking public sphere and
being marginalised to the domain of entertainment and leisure.

The historical period we live in brings new and old challenges that demand innovative
answers, creative thinking, disposition to change and to commit, to strive, 

to coalesce with others. More in general, our fast changing times demand that the “people of culture"
embrace and truly enact a broader civic footprint approach to their relations

 with society and to advocacy.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights ends saying that nobody holds the right 

to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and
freedoms set forth herein.

The real world shows that, on the contrary, many attempt to do this and often sadly succeed.
BtO will gather many who, instead, engage in enhancing those rights in their

professional and private lives.
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with

reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of solidarity.

BtO invests in the empathy, reason and conscience of the “people of culture”
because only this forms people’s direct engagement in developing adequate

solutions to today’s challenges, daring to bring these considerations to light and
guiding us through the transition we are in. 

* all text in italic quoted from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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IN A BLINK 

The Conference topics will be explored through different lenses and formats: 
Ideas, Stories, Scenarios.

IdeasRoom
In a symposium-style setting, a group of Discussion Activators will begin by sharing their answer to

fundamental questions. They will then explore and discuss the power of key ideas and concepts, share
their insights on controversial topics and challenge their own beliefs through inputs from the moderator and participants.

StoriesRoom
Participants will have the opportunity to exchange in depth with the architects of emblematic experiences

that tackled the issues of the conference. The sessions will begin with these architects, the Discussion
Activators, sketching stories from their current (or passed) experiences, and then move on to smaller groups 

to deepen the exchange, share the lessons learnt and take inspiration for the common future.

ScenarioRoom
Featuring a lively Lab-style collaborative session starting from inputs shared by Discussion Activators,

participants will be invited to deeply explore the given 15 years ahead scenarios of plausible futures. 
They will trace the factors that are already / may impact on the scenario and reflect on the way they believe

these can/will be affected to influence the future (and the present).
 Participants of this room need to commit to being present for the whole duration of the session 

(from Friday 10.30am to Saturday 12.00pm, CAE window included) 

CAE  
WINDOW

OCTOBER 15
14.00

17.45

18.00

Annual 
General 
Meeting

thursday

INSPIRATIONAL TALK
19.00

OCTOBER 16
friday

OPENING SPEECHES
9.30

10.30

11.00

12.30

SE
SS

IO
N

 1

LUNCH 

14.00

15.30

SE
SS

IO
N

 2

16.00

17.30

SE
SS

IO
N

 3

CLOSING OF THE DAY
18.30

saturday

OPENING +9.00

10.00

12.00

LUNCH 

OCTOBER 17

13.30

INSPIRATIONAL TALK

RECOMBINING 
THE THREADS - part 1

14.30

16.30

[for CAE members only]

OPENING SPEECHES

Culture and… 
… coordination 

… human rights 
… intercultural dialogue 
… sharing economy … 

wellbeing 
… welfare

Kick.Off 
meeting 
for 
Pilot Cities 
2015-2017
[for member 
cities only]

RECOMBINING 
THE THREADS - part 2

15.00

16.00

BLUEBERRY SOUP 
(screening of the movie)

18.00

Brochure_Bto_2015_LP.indd   6 09/10/15   3:26 pm



BtO
annual conference

2015

THURSDAY 15 (@ university of gothenburg)

14.00 – 17.45
Annual General Meeting (for CAE members only) 

Room B33

17.30 - 18.00
REGISTRATION

18.00 – 19.00
OPENING INSPIRATIONAL TALK 

with Katrín Oddsdóttir 
(Elected Member of the Icelandic Constitutional Council) 

A story of a marvellous victory? past, present and future
of the Icelandic constitutional endeavour

A three-act interactive chat open to public
Main Hall - MALMSTENSALEN

FRIDAY 16 (@ BREWHOUSE)

8.30 – 9.30
REGISTRATION

9.30 – 10.30
OPENING

Mercedes Giovinazzo (President of Culture Action Europe)
Joakim Larsson (President of the Regional Council of Västra Götaland, Sweden)
Per Olsson (State Secretary to Minister for Culture and Democracy, Sweden)

Jonathan Michael Hill (Head of Cabinet to European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport)

11.00 – 12.30
PARALLEL SESSIONS # 1

12.30 – 14.00

SVERIGE | GET-TOGETHER | LUNCH 1

PROGRAMME

Ideas Room Stories Room Scenario Room

Express Create Create | Express | Participate

Kathrin Merkle  
(Council of Europe) 

Nir Boms  
(cyberdissident.org) 

Rachael Jolley  
(Index of Censorship) 

Rasoul Nejadmehr  
(Västra Götaland Region) 

moderated by 
 Clymene Christoforou  

(ISIS Arts) 

Patrick Bartos  
(Creative Region Linz & Upper Austria) 

  
Peter Gorgels  

(Rijskmuseum) 
  

Iolanda Pensa  
(Share Your Knowledge)

Robert Manchin  
(Europa Nova) 

 

Sara Whyatt 


(campaigner and researcher on freedom of 
expression and human rights) 

Luka Frelih 
(LJUDMILA)

* participants in this session need to commit to 
attend parallel session #1, #2, #3 and the time 

dedicated to CAE window
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14.00 – 15.30
PARALLEL SESSIONS # 2

15.30 - 16.00
coffee and break

16.00 – 17.30
CAE WINDOW & WORKING MEETINGS

17.30 – 18.30
PLENARY CONVERSATION

with Barbara Gessler 
(Head of Unit Creative Europe - EACEA) 

What the cultural operators propose 
to Creative Europe: an insight

Ideas Room Stories Room Scenario Room

Participate Express Create | Express | Participate

Catherine Cullen 
(Agenda 21 for Culture) 

Nicholas Anastasopoulos 
(Researcher and Architect at NTUA) 

Teodor Celakoski  
(Clubture) 

moderated by 
 Bel Olid  

(AELC) 

Fredrik Elg 
(City of Malmo) 

  
Olena Pravylo 

(Congress of Cultural Activists, Ukraine ) 

Cecilia Guida 
(Cittadellarte – Fondazione Pistoletto)

Robert Manchin  
(Europa Nova) 

 

Sara Whyatt 


(campaigner and researcher on freedom of 
expression and human rights) 

Luka Frelih 
(LJUDMILA)

* participants in this session need to commit to 
attend parallel session #1, #2, #3 and the time 

dedicated to CAE window

Scenario Roomparallel working areas for an in-depth exploration  
and update on CAE’s activities 

Culture and human rights with mary ann devlieg (ARJ Working Group) 
Culture and wellbeing with annalisa cicerchia (Università Tor Vergata, Rome) 

Culture and welfare with sarah de heusch (SMartBe) 
Culture and new economic models with cristina da milano (ECCOM) 

Intercultural dialogue with niels righolt (DCAI/CKI) 

Kick Off Meeting 

Pilot Cities 2015-2017 with jordi 
pascual (Agenda 21 for Culture ) 

| for participating cities only | 

High- 
Level  

Coordination  
Group 

Working Sessions 
| for HLCG members’ only | 

• starting from 15.30 - coffee will 
be served in the room • 

Robert Manchin  
(Europa Nova) 

 

Sara Whyatt 


(campaigner and researcher  
on freedom of expression  

and human rights) 

Luka Frelih 
(LJUDMILA)

CAE WINDOW in parallel
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SATURDAY 17 (@ BREWHOUSE)

9.00 – 10.00
PLENARY CONVERSATION: A focus on Sweden

with 
Linda Harju (Borås City)

Magnus Aspegren (Riksteatern)
Staffan Rydén (Västra Götaland Region)

moderated by Chris Torch (Intercult)

10.00 – 10.30
coffee and break

10.30 – 12.00
PARALLEL SESSIONS # 3

12.00 – 13.30

SVERIGE | GET-TOGETHER | LUNCH 2

13.30 – 14.30
RECOMBINING THE THREADS - part one

Glancing at the future through the scenarios

14.30 – 15.00
coffee and break

Ideas Room Stories Room Scenario Room

Create Participate Create | Express | Participate

Alex Mezsmer 
(VISARTE) 

Divina Freu-Meigs 
(Sorbonne University, Paris) 

Luka Frelih  
(LJUDMILA) 

moderated by 
 Philippe Fanjas  

(Association Française des Orchestres) 

Haris Biskos 
(SynAthina - Municipality of Athens) 

  
Julien Dorra 

(MuseoMix ) 

Sotiris Diamandis 
(Kado Paradiso) 

Susanna Dahlberg 
(Regionteater Väst) 

Robert Manchin  
(Europa Nova) 

 

Sara Whyatt 


(campaigner and researcher on freedom of 
expression and human rights) 

Luka Frelih 
(LJUDMILA)

* participants in this session need to commit to 
attend parallel session #1, #2, #3 and the time 

dedicated to CAE window
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15.00-16.00
RECOMBINING THE THREADS - part two

Sense making plenary conversation

with 
Alexandros Mistriotis (Artist)

Niels Righolt(The Danish Centre for Arts and Interculture)
Walter Zampieri (European Commission) 

moderated by Luca Bergamo (Culture Action Europe)

16.00 – 16.30
CLOSING INSPIRATIONAL TALK 

with 
Anna Rosling Rönnlund 

(Gapminder Foundation)
how to understand the world we live in by using photos as data

introduced by
Mercedes Giovinazzo (Culture Action Europe) 

Open to public

16.30 – 18.00
screening of the movie
BLUEBERRY SOUP  

with 
Eileen Jerrett(Director)

Open to public
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ABOUT

For twenty years Culture Action Europe (CAE) has organized annual
conferences with its members giving voice to over 80,000 cultural

organisations from all over Europe, and engaging thinkers and
decision-makers from different backgrounds to discuss and challenge

the role of culture in the future of Europe, its people and its democracy.

In 2013 CAE designed a brand new concept for its annual gathering:
Beyond the Obvious (BtO). The concept was conceived to allow for
privileged and inspirational exchange between the European cultural

community, civil society, researchers, thinkers, institutional and political representatives .

BtO explores the future borders and edges of culture and moves
beyond those conventional assumptions, beliefs and practices that

impede the contribution of culture to social and economic regeneration 
at a local, national and European level. 

It allows the discourse to embrace broader political - and not only policy- challenges.
 

BtO challenges the classical elements of a conference to spark
inspiration and new dialogues

by proposing different formats for speeches and conversations,
by tailoring unusual rhythms between institutional moments and

uncommon dialogues,
by engaging its participants in hands-on working sessions 

in a laboratory-style,
by allowing direct exchange and connections throughout

 the whole gathering.

BtO enables and facilitates collaboration between actors from
different sectors of our societies seeking answers to common challenges

by putting culture at the heart of the public decision-making and debate.
Each year, BtO connects the European cultural community with the one
of the hosting city in a mutual exchange beneficial to the empowerment

 of both communities and individuals.

Beyond 
the
obvious
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