SUPPORTING CULTURE IS SUPPORTING EUROPE!
We are citizens and organisations who believe that culture is the foundation of European
unity. It binds us together and underpins our sense of belonging to the European community;
We believe that culture plays a crucial role in upholding common European values,
nourishing mutual understanding among the peoples of Europe and fostering diverse and inclusive
societies;
We are artists, policy‐makers, cultural operators, students, researchers and citizens who hold the firm
conviction that culture is a pillar of sustainable societies;
We aspire to put culture at the heart of public debate and decision‐making. Culture and the arts
are deeply embedded in society and affect a range of policy fields. Robust evidence
exists on the positive impact of culture on health and well‐being, social cohesion and equality,
education, promotion of democratic principles, external relations, alongside with growth and jobs,
research and innovation.
Culture, as the foundation of European unity and key to future prosperity, needs a proper
financial commitment to ensure the sustainability of the European project.
National governments and EU policymakers are currently taking decisions on the post 2020 EU
budget that will influence the next phase of support to culture. We call on the European Institutions
and Member States to recognise the EU added value of cultural investment and translate it to
sufficient support in the next EU budget.

•
•

Ensure that 1% of the budget of each EU policy field is allocated to culture
Double the budget for culture

A shared European future is only possible with substantial and sustainable funding for culture both
across policy fields and in the framework of a specific cultural programme.
We affirm that a fully democratic European Union is a cultural project. In view of polarising trends in
Europe, we must strengthen the European community and respect its diversity!

SUPPORT OUR PETITION:
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/European_Union_Member_States_Supporting_Culture_is_S
upporting_Europe/

